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Profiles of 
African AmenGms 
in Tennessee 
JOHN MCCLINE 
John McCline was born on James 
Hoggatt's Clover Bottom farm in August of 
1852, one of sixty enslaved African-Americans 
who labored on this 1,500 acre farm eight miles 
east of downtown Nashville. The antebellum 
history of the Clover Bottom farm is very 
wanting due to the lack of surviving account 
books, farm journals, and personal 
correspondence from the Hoggatt family. Few 
documents related to the operation of the Clover 
Bottom's antebellum past exist, and what little 
is known comes from the words of John 
McCline who described his life at Clover 
Bottom and the ensuing years during the Civil 
War in a vividly detailed book, Slavery in the 
Clover Bottoms. McCline wrote his narrative 
about 60 years after the events occurred 
documenting unrecorded chapters in the farm's 
history, and shedding new insights into 
interaction between roles of owner and slave. 
The story of McCline's journey from slavery to 
freedom, his witness to key events during the 
Civil War, his transition to freedman, and his 
nearly 50 year employment with Herbert 
Hagerman, the Territorial Governor of New 
Mexico, is a remarkable story. 
McCline's mother, whose name is 
unknown, died shortly after he was born and he 
was raised by his maternal grandmother, 
Hannah. McCline was the youngest of four 
boys. His father, Jack McCline, did not live at 
Clover Bottom, but was owned by a man named 
James Smith who lived at Silver Springs in 
neighboring Wilson County. McCline wrote at 
length about the work and jobs he and others 
performed at Clover Bottom, and how the 
management of the household was sternly 
overseen by Mrs. Hoggatt. Perhaps the most 
important information McCline mentioned in 
his narrative are the names, kinship relations, 
and occupations of over half of the 60 slaves 
living on the farm. Without written farm 
journals, McCline's information is the only 
documentation that gives specific identity to 
this enslaved community. 
The onset of the Civil War changed life 
for everyone at Clover Bottom. Troops from 
both the Union and Confederate forces 
encamped on the farm for brief periods of time. 
Nathan Bedford Forrest and his cavalry of 1,000 
men were fed and camped one night at Clover 
Bottom on July 21 , 1862. Union foraging 
patrols confiscated supplies, food, animals, and 
wood. On December 18, 1862, troops from the 
13th Michigan Infantry returning from a 
foraging trip marched down Stewart's Ferry 
towards Lebanon Road. John McCline was 
sitting on his mule named Nell when a soldier 
on the supply wagon shouted, "Come on 
Johnny, go with us up North, and we will set 
you free ." McCline, a ten year old boy, jumped 
off his mule, climbed into the back of a large 
covered ambulance, claiming his freedom yet 
leaving behind his family and the only life he 
ever knew. Within two weeks of leaving Clover 
Bottom, McCline witnessed the aftermath of a 
great battle of the Civil War, Stones River 
outside of Murfreesboro. He moved with the 
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Michigan troops throughout Middle Tennessee 
and northern Alabama over the next three 
years. He became part of Sherman's March to 
the Sea, and finally mustered out in Cincinnati 
in 1865. 
McCline was taught to read and write 
and after the war spent nine years living in 
Michigan with the families of these soldiers. In 
1874, McCline moved to Chicago and worked 
as a porter at the Sherman and Palmer House 
hotels. McCline returned briefly to Nashville to 
attend Roger Williams University in 1877, 
eventually teaching school in Trousdale 
County. Concerned over the low pay and poor 
working conditions, McCline left Tennessee. 
He moved to St. Louis and worked at the 
Lindell Hotel for twelve years, first as a waiter, 
then as the hat check man. In 1890, McCline 
contracted malaria and because of his health, 
doctors advised him to seek a drier climate. He 
moved to Colorado Springs, Colorado, and 
established a stable. After two years running 
an economically unsuccessful business, 
McCline began working for a wealthy 
industrialist named James Hagerman in 1892. 
McCline was in charge of Hagerman's horses 
and stable. 
McCline continued in the employment 
of the Hagerman family, and in 1906 he moved 
to Santa Fe, New Mexico with Herbert 
Hagerman who had been appointed Territorial 
Governor of New Mexico for President Teddy 
Roosevelt. McCline lived in Santa Fe the 
remainder of his life, and worked for the 
Hagerman family for nearly fifty years. 
McCline, a respected leader of the small 
African American community in Santa Fe, died 
in 1948 at age 96, and is buried in Santa Fe's 
Fairview Cemetery. 
-Steve Rogers 
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